[image: image1.png]


                                       Theology

                     Grace Baptist Institute


I) The Existence of God

A) Introduction

1) The Bible is not a textbook that attempts to prove the existence of God—The Bible opens with a positive fact that _______________________________.

2) It did not occur to any other writer of the Bible to prove this fact.  They take his existence for granted.  Ps. 94:9-10; Isa 40:12-31

3) The Bible plainly states that it is the fool who denies the existence of God.

4) Psalm 14:1, The fool hath said in his heart, “There is no God.”

B) Proof From Scripture

1) Psalm 19:1 – “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firament sheweth His handiwork.”  The beauty and glory of the heavens speak loudly saying, “God exists.”

2) Romans 1:20 – goes farther and suggests that creation even teaches about eternal power of the Godhead, “For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.”

C) Proof From Conscience

1) Man is born with a universal belief in a supreme being; no tribe has yet been discovered that lacks this.  They know that some being creates and controls.

2) Romans 2:15, “Which shew the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one another.”  The existence of God is written in the human 




.

3) Acts 17:23, “For as I passed by, and beheld your devotion, I found an altar with this inscription, To the Unknown God.”  Conscience told them that there was a God though they did not know Him personally.

4) Few of us have ever seen our brains, yet we believe that we possess them because of a centralized control system in the body.  

D) Proof Corroborated by Arguments:

1) The argument from 






 (Cosmological)

(a) Everything begun must have an adequate 




(b) The universe was begun, therefore the universe must have an adequate cause for its production.  Heb 3:4

(c) Some reject it stating that the universe is 




(d) What does this argument prove?

· The universe was brought into being by an adequate cause,

· This cause was 





 the universe and intelligent.

2) The argument from 







 (Teleological)

(a) Order and 




 arrangement in a system imply intelligence and purpose in the originating cause.

(b) The universe is characterized by order and useful arrangement, therefore the universe has an intelligent and free cause.  Ps 94:9

(c) Some argue that there may be order without design and that in fact this order results from 




.

(d) Examples seen in man, plants and space.

(e) What does this argument prove?

· The First Cause is intelligent, free, unordinary and incomprehensibly great.

3) The Argument from the 






 (Moral)

(a) There is a permanent moral law and it has supreme and abiding  





 over us.

(b) Conscience does not tell us what to do; it merely insists that there is a fundamental moral law in the universe and that it is our duty to observe it.

(c) Known violations of this law are followed by feelings of guilt and fears of  





.  Ps 32:3,4; 38:1-4

(d) Conscience recognizes the existence of a great Lawgiver, God, and the certainty of the punishment of all violation of His law.  Micah 6:8; Eccl 12:14

4) The argument from 






 (Congruity)

(a) The answer which best explains the related facts is probably true.

(b) The belief in the existence of God best 



 the facts of our mental, moral, and religious nature, as well as the facts of the universe; therefore, God exists!

5) Conclusion - Prerequisite for  




 – Hebrews 11:6, “He that cometh to God must believe that He is (exists).”
II) The Nature of God:  Essence and Attributes

A) The Essence of God – The terms “essence” and 



 are practically synonymous when used of God.  Simply put, it is the basic aspect of the very nature of God.  Essentially, the essence of God is the “






“ which the attributes hang.
1)  







 God is a substance, not a 





, but a spiritual.  John 4:24
(a) He is Immaterial and Incorporeal - having no 


  Luke 24:39
(b) He is 





  Deut. 4:15-19;  Ex 33:20; John 1:18; Rom. 1:20; Col. 1:15; I Tim. 1:17, 6:16
(c) He is 






  The idea of spirit excludes not only the idea of material substance, but also that of inanimate substances.  He is called the 



 God.  Josh. 3:10; I Sam. 17:26; Ps. 84:2; Matt. 16:16; I Thess. 1:9
(d) He is a  







· The Essence of Personality:
(i) Self - 






 Ex. 3:14; Is. 45:5; I Cor. 2:10
(ii) Self - 






  Job 23:13; Rom 9:11; Heb 6:17
· Psychological characteristics of God’s Personality:
(i)  





 Gen 18:19; Ex. 3:7; Acts 15:8
(ii)  





 Gen 6:6; Ps 103:8-13; John 3:16
(iii)  





 Gen 3:15; Ps 115:3; John 6:38
· Qualities and Relations of God’s Personality – 
(i) He is represented as:
1.  





  Gen 1:3
2.  





 Gen 11:5
3.  





 Ps 94:9
4.  





 Gen 6:6
5.  





 Deut 1:37
6.  





 Ex 20:5
7.  





 Ps 111:4
(ii) He is said to be:
1.  





 Acts 14:15
2.  





 Neh 9:6
3.  





 Ps 75:6-7
4.  





 Ps 104:27-30
2)  






 God has the ground of His existence in 





.  Ex 3:14
3)  






  He is infinite in relation to space.  
(a) God is not limited or circumscribed by space.  I Kings 8:27; II Chron 2:6; Jer 23:24; Ps 139:7f; Isa 66:1; Acts 17:28
(b) God is both immanent and transcendent, and He is everywhere present in essence as well as in knowledge and power.
4)  






  He is infinte in relation to 




.  We mean that He is 
(a) Without beginning or end,  Gen 21:33; Ps 90:2; Ps 102:27; Isa 57:15; I Tim 6:18

(b) Free from all succession of time,  Ps 2:7; II Pet 3:8

(c) The cause of time.  Heb 1:2, 11:3; John 1:3
III) The Attributes of God – We mean the qualities that inhere in and further reveal the character of the Substance/Essence of God.

A) The Non-Moral Attributes (Nature) – those attributes in reference to and in contrast to 






.  Those necessary actions of the divine essence that do not involve moral attributes.  

(a) His infinitude in relation to His creatures.  Because God is 






, He is Omnipresent.

(b) The Bible teaches the omnipresence of God.  Ps 139:7-12; Jer 23:23-24; Acts 17:27; Rom 10:6-8

(c) The Ominipresence of God is a source of 



 to the believer.  Faber says beautifully:  “For God is never so far off, as even to be near.  He is within.  Our spirit is the home He holds most dear.  To think of Him as by our side is almost untrue as to remove His shrine beyond those skies of starry blue.  So all the while I thought myself homeless, forlorn, and weary, missing my joy, I walked the earth myself God’s sanctuary.”

(d) He knows Himself and all other things, whether they be actual or merely possible, whether they be past, present, or future, and that He knows them 




 and from all 





.  He knows things immediately, simultaneously, exhaustively and truly.  He also knows the best ways to attain His desired ends.
(e) It is proved by the evidences of design in 



 and of intelligence in 




.  
(f) It is proved by His omnipresence.  Prv 15:3; Jer 23:23-25; Ps. 139:1-10; Prv 15:11; Ps 147:5; Isa 46:10; Heb 4:13; Matt 10:30.
(g) The Scope:
· He knows 




.  Matt 11:27; I Cor 2:11
· He knows things actually existing; as
1. Inanimate 




 Ps 147:4
2.  




 creation.  Matt 10:29
3.  



 and all their works.  Ps. 33:13-15
4. Men’s 




 and hearts.  Ps 139:1-4  Matt 6:8, 32
5. All things 




.  I Sam 23:11-12; Matt 11:21, 23-24
(ii) Note:  Some deny a distinction between knowledge and power, holding that knowledge and thought always mean the exertion of creative power.  According to this, God creates by thinking and knowing.  But the possession of a faculty and the exercise of it are two different things.  Thus God has knowledge of the possible as well as the actual.
(iii) God also knows the 






1. From man’s standpoint God’s knowledge of the future is foreknowledge, but not from God’s since He knows all things by one simultaneous intuition.
2. He foreknew the future.  Isa 46:9-10; Dan 2 and 7; Matt 24 and 25; Acts 15:18; Isa 44:26-45:7; Micah 5:2; Rev 13:8; Acts 2:23, 3:18.
3. We must not confuse foreknowledge with the predetermining 




 of God.  Free actions do not take place because they are foreseen, but they are foreseen because they will take place!
(h) Wisdom is the intelligence of God displayed in the 






 of the highest ends and of the fittest means for the accomplishment of those ends.
(i) He is able to do whatever He 




, but since his will is limited by His nature, that means that God can do everything that is in harmony with His perfections.
(j) There are some things God cannot do:
· To Contrary of His nature as God:
(i) Look upon 





 Hab 1:13;
(ii)  



 Himself  II Tim 2:13
(iii)  



  Heb 6:18
(iv) Commit 




 James 1:13
· Absurd or Self-contradictory.
(k) The Scriptures clearly teach the omnipotence of God.  Gen 17:1; Job 42:2; Jer 32:17, 27; Matt 19:26; Luke 1:37; Rev 19:6
(l) God’s power is:
· Absolute – Primary actions of God:  Creation, miracles, etc.
· Ordinate – Ordered operation of secondary causes:  Gravity, Weather, Earthquakes, etc.
(m) In essence, attributes, consciousness, and will, God  is 







.
(n) All change must be to the better of worst:
· He cannot change to the better, since He is absolutely 







.
· He cannot change to the worse for the same reason.
· He can never be wiser, more holy, more just, more merciful, more truthful, nor less so.  Nor do His plans and purposes change.
(o) The Scriptures teach the immutability of God.  James 1:17; Mal 3:6; Ps 33:11, 102:26-27; Heb 1:12; Rom 4:20-21; Isa 46:10; Rom 11:29; I Kings 8:56; II Cor 1:20; Ps 103:17; Gen 18:25; Isa 28:17
B) The Moral Attributes of God
(a) By this we mean that he is absolutely  




 from and exalted above all His creatures, and that he is equally separate from moral evil and sin.
· His holiness is not really an attribute that is like his other attributes, but is involved with them 



  It denotes the 





 of God in all that He is!
· It also shows the perfect relationship between His being and His 





.
(b) Holiness is the most important attribute of God. – It is the attribute by which God wanted to be especially known in the 




 Testament time.  Lev. 11:44-45; Josh 24:19; I Sam 6:20; Ps 22:3; Isa 40:23; Ezek 39:7; Hab 1:12  It is illustrated in:
· The  




 set when God came down onto Mt. Sinai  Ex 19:12-13, 21-25
· The division of the Tabernacle and Temple into the Holy and 



 Holy Places.  Ex 26:33; I Kings 6:16
· The prescribed 





 that the sinner must bring to approach God.  Lev 1-7
· The institution of the special 




 to mediate between God and His people.  Lev 8-10
· The many laws about 






  Lev 11-15
· The set of 




 of Israel.  Lev 23
· The isolation of Israel in Palestine.  Num 23:9; Deut 33:28
(c) Because of the fundamental character of this attribute, the holiness of God rather than the love, the power, or the will of God, should be given first place.  Holiness is the 







 principle of all three of them; for His throne is established on the basis of His holiness.  Ps 47:8; 89:14; 97:2
2) Righteousness and 







(a) That phase of the holiness of God which is seen in His treatment of the creature.  II Chron 12:6; Ezra 9:15; Neh 9:33; Ps 89:14; Isa 45:21; Dan 9:14; John 17:25; II Tim 4:8; Rev 16:5  
(b) He:
· Instituted a 




 government in the world,
· Imposed just 



 upon the creatures,
· Attached sanctions thereto.
(i) Remunerative – just 




  Deut 7:9, 12-13; II Chron 6:15; Ps 58:11; Matt 25:21; Rom 2:7; Heb 11:26 
(ii) Punitive - 






  Gen 2:17; Ex 34:7; Ezek 18:4; Rom 1:32; 2:8-9; II Thess 1:8
(c) The 




 of God – that perfection of the divine nature by which He is moved to communicate Himself.  It is, however, not a mere emotional impulse, but a rational and voluntary affection, having its ground in truth and holiness and its exercise in free 




·  The Scriptures frequently testify to the love of God.  They:
(i) Call Him “The God of Love.”  II Cor 13:11
(ii) Declare Him to be 




  I John 4:8, 16
(iii) Tell us that He Loves:
1. Father Loves the Son   Matt 3:16
2. Son Loves the Father  John 14:31
3. The World  John 3:16
4. His People, 




  Deut 7:6-8
5. His  






  John 14:23
6. Righteousness  Ps 11:7
7. Judgment  Isa 61:8
(d) The Benevolence of God – the affection which He feels and shows towards His creatures.
· It is displayed in his care for the welfare of His creation.  Ps 145:9, 15-16; Job 38:41; Ps 36:3; 104:21; Matt 6:23; 5:45.
(e) The 





 of God – his goodness manifested towards those who are in misery or distress.  Compassion, pity, and loving kindness are other terms in Scripture that mean the same thing.
· Mercy is a necessary attribute of God, but the exercise of it is optional.  If not so, it would no longer be mercy, but a debt.
· God is rich in and full of Mercy.  Eph 2:4; James 5:11  Towards:
(i)  





 Ps 102:13
(ii) The 






  Rom 11:30-31
(iii) All that 





 Him  Ex 20:2; Luke 1:50
(iv) All that 




 His salvation  Isa 55:7; Luke 1:72
(f) The 





 of God – The goodness of God manifested toward the ill-deserving and/or guilty.
· Like mercy, it is 





.
· It is manifested to the natural man:  Common Grace
(i) In His forbearance and longsuffering, His delay in the delay of the punishment of sin  Ex 34:6; Rom 2:4-5; 3:25; 9:22; I Pet 3:20; II Pet 3:9,15
(ii) In His 




 of salvation, the Word of God, the convicting work of the Spirit, and the influences of God’s people.  I John 2:2; Hosea 8:12; John 16:8-11; Matt 5:13-14; Tit 2:11
· God’s Special Grace – To those who believe, in their:
(i)  





  Eph 1:7-8
(ii)  





  Acts 18:27
(iii)  





  Rom 5:21; Tit 2:11-12
(iv)  





  II Cor 12:9
(v)  





  Heb 12:28
(vi) Final Preservation  I Pet 1:13
(g) God’s knowledge, declarations, and representations eternally conform to 






.
(h) The uniformity of natural law.
The Scriptures teach that God is true.  John 17:3; Jer 10:10; John 3:33; Rom 3:4; I Thess 1:9; Rev 6:10
IV) The Decrees of God – Up until this time, we have been studying the 






 of God, but now we will turn our attention to the 





 of God.
A) The Definition of the Decrees - They are God’s eternal purpose: 
(a) He does not make His plans or alter them as human history
 





.  He made them in eternity and they remain unaltered.
(b) They are based on his most wise and holy counsel.  He is omniscient and so knows what is best;  he is absolutely holy and so cannot purpose anything wrong.
(c) They are based in God’s 




.  He is not obligated to purpose anything.  The only necessity upon him comes from His own attributes.
(d) They have their end in the 




 of God.  They do not primarily aim at the happiness of the creature, nor at the perfecting of the saints, although both of these are included.
(e) There are two kinds of decrees:
· Efficacious – That which He desires to bring about.
· Permissive – That which he determines to permit.
(f) They embrace 



 that comes to pass.
B) The Proof of the Decrees
1) That the events in the universe are neither a surprise nor a disappointment to God, nor the result of his arbitrary will, but the outworking of a definite purpose and plan of God, is the teaching of Scripture.  Isa 14:24, 26, 27; Eph 1:9,11, 3:11
2) The decrees of God are sometimes represented as one decree.  Rom 8:28; Eph 1:11
3) They are always represented as 





  Eph 3:11; I Pt 1:20; Rev 13:8; Eph 1:4; II Tim 1:9; Titus 1:2
C) The Content of the Decrees
1) In the Material and 





 realm.  Isa 14:26-27; Ps 22:6-11; Prov 8:22-31.  God decreed to:
(a)  




 the earth.  Ps 119:90-91;
(b) Establish the 




 of the year.  Gen 8:22
(c) Not again destroy the population of the earth by means of a flood.  Gen 9:8-17
(d) Distribute the 





.  Deut 32:8
(e) The length of human life.  Job 14:5
(f) The manner of our exit from this life.  John 21:19; II Tim 4:6-8; I Cor 15:51-52
2) In the Moral and 





 realm.  We must presume that:   God is not the author of sin; He has to take the initiative in Salvation; man is, even in his powerless state, really responsible; and the decrees are based not on His arbitrary will, but upon His wise and holy counsel.
(a) To Permit 





.  James 1:13,14
· Sin is permitted, not necessitated!  Gen 2:17; Ex 34:7; Eccl 11:9; Ezek 18:20; II Thess 1:7-8
· He gave them their own desires.  Ps 78:29; 106:15; Acts 14:16, 17:30
(b) To overrule sin for the good.  Gen 50:20; Ps 33:10-11, Ps 76:10; Dan 3:19-30; Phil 1:19-20
(c) To 





 from sin.
(d) To reward His servants and to punish the disobedient.  Isa 62:11; Mat 6:4, 19, 20; 10:41,42; I Cor 3:8; I Tim 5:18; Luke 17:10; Gen 3:15; Matt 25:41; Rom 16:20; Rev 20:1-3, 7-10; Ps. 37:20; Ezek 18:4; Nah 1:3;  Num 16:26; Ps 11:6;37:28; Isa 57:20, 21; Jer 25:31; Ps 9:17; Isa 3:11; Matt 13:49, 50; 25:46; II Thess 1:8-10; Rev 20:11-15
3) In the Social and Political Realm
(a) The  





 Gen 2:18; Matt 19:3-10; II Sam 12:1-15; Matt 14:3-4; John 2:1-2; Eph 5:22-33; Heb 13:4; Gen 1:27-28; 9:1,7; Ps 127:3-5; Deut 24:5; John 19:27; I Tim 5:4; Titus 2:5
(b) Human  





  Gen 9:5-6; Acts 17:26-27; Dan 4:34-35; Rom 13:1-2; Acts 4:19-20; 5:29
(c) The call and mission of 






  Gen 12:1-3; Gen 17:21; Ex 19:4-6; Gen 12:2; Isa 5:1-7; Matt 21:43; Rom 11:11-22; 
(d) The founding and mission of the 




  Matt 16:18; Eph 3:1-13; Matt 9:14-17; Eph 2:15
(e) The final triumph of God  Ps 2:6-9; Dan 7:13-14; Luke 11:31-33; Rev 11:15-17; 19:11-20:6; I Cor 15:23-28

V) The Works of God:  Creation
A) The Definition of Creation – ex nihilo - 
















1) Immediate:  The free 



 of God whereby in the beginning and for His own glory, without the use of pre-existing materials or secondary causes, He brought into being, immediately and instantaneously, the whole visible and invisible creation.
2) Mediate:  Those acts of God which are also considered “creation” but which do not originate ex nihilo; they, instead, shape, adapt, combine, or transform existing materials.
B) The Proof of the Doctrine of Creation
1) The  





 Account of Creation  Genesis 1&2
(a) The Immediate Creation of the Universe:
· The universe is neither 





 nor formed from out of pre-existing things, not sprung from necessity, but due to the immediate creative act of God.
(b) The Mediate Creation:
· Whether due to deliberate incompleteness in the original act of creation, or to some catastrophe that befell the original creation, we find the earth in Gen 1:1-2 without form and void.
(c) Questions
· What was included in the immediate creation of God?  The heavens, and angelic beings (Job 38:7); the earth, and the waters and gases of earth.  Exodus 20:11
· Is there a gap between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2?  Exodus 20:11
· Are the six days to be thought of as long periods or as six literal days? - the Hebrew word 



 in Genesis 1.  Also, Gen 1:5,14 define day as the period of night and day.
· What was God’s method of creating mediately?    God’s spirit 




 upon the face of the deep and God 





.  Gen 1:2-3
C) The Time of Creation - Using the Scripture record, we can trace the creation of 




 to 4004 B.C.
D) The  End of God in Creation
1) In order to 





 His glory.  Ps 8:1, 19:1; Isa 40:5, 66:19; Ezek 1:28; Luke 2:9; Acts 7:2; II Cor 4:6
2) In order to 





 glory.  I Chron 16:29; Ps 29:1-2; Isa 43:7; Jer 13:16; Rom 15:6,9; I Cor 6:20; I Pet 4:16

VI) The Works of God:  His Sovereign Will
The Sovereignty of God:  God, as 




 of all things visible and invisible, is the 



 of all; that He, therefore, has an absolute right to rule over all (Matt 20:15; Rom 9:20-21); and that He actually exercises this authority in the universe (Eph 1:11).  I Chron 29:11; Ps 115:3; Isa 45:9; Ezek 18:4; Dan 4:35; Matt 20:15
A) The Doctrine of Preservation
1) Definition:  God, by a continuous action, 




 in existence all the things which He has made, together with all their properties and powers.  Neh 9:6; Col 1:17; Heb 1:3; Ps 36:6, 66:9, 104:29; Acts 17:28; John 10:28
2) The Method:   God concurs in all the operations, both of matter and of mind.  Though God’s will is not the only force in the universe, yet without his concurrence no force or person can continue to exist or to act.  I Cor 12:6; Acts 17:28  
B) The Doctrine of Providence – God has not merely created the universe, together with all its properties and powers, and that He is preserving all that He has created, but that as a holy, benevolent, wise and omnipotent Being, He also exercises  




 over it.
1) The Definition:  The continuous 




 of God whereby He makes all the events of the physical, mental, and moral phenomena work out His 

         


; and that this purpose is nothing short of the original design of God in creation.
2) The Proofs:
(a) The Nature of God - Since God is the Creator and consequent owner of the universe, He may be expected to 


 His own possession.
(b) The Nature of Creation – The Universe everywhere exhibits evidence of intelligence and control.
(c) The Teaching of Scripture:
· Over the 





 Universe  Ps 103:19; I Sam 7:10; Job 9:5-7, 37:10, 38:12-35; Ps 104:14, 147:16-18; Matt 5:46; Acts 14:17
· Over 





 Creation  Job 12:10; Ps 104:21, 28-29, 147:9; Matt 6:26, 10:29
· Over the 





 of the Earth  Job 12:23; Ps 22:28, 66:7, 75:6-7; Isa 10:5-7; Dan 2:38-39; Acts 17:26; Rom 13:1
· Over all 







(i) Man’s birth and lot in life  I Sam 16:1; Esther 4:14; Ps 139:16; Isa 5:5; Jer 1:5; Gal 1:15-16
(ii) Over the successes and failures of men  Ps 75:6-7; Luke 1:52; Prov 21:1; I Sam 2:6-8
(iii) Over the seemingly accidental or insignificant things of life.  Ex 21:13; Job 5:6; Prov 16:33; Matt 10:30
(iv) Over the Needs of God’s people  Ps 5:12, 121:3; Rom 8:28; Phil 4:19; Isa 64:4
(v) Over the destinies of the saved and unsaved.  Ps 73:24, 37:23-24, 11:6
(d) The End (completion) – The Scriptures teach:
· God governs the world with a view to the happiness to the 






.  Gen 3:4-5; Acts 14:17; Matt 5:45; Rom 2:4; Ps 84:11; Rom 8:28
· God governs the world with a view to the salvation and preparation of a people for His 



 possession.  Ex 19:5-6; Tit 2:14; I Pet 2:9; Eph 3:9-10, 5:25-27
· That the primary end of God’s government is His own







.  Is 48:11
(e) The Means:  Rom 11:33-34; Deut 29:29
· In the more outward affairs He employs the laws of 






.  Gen 8:22; Rom 1:26, 2:15; Ex 14:21-31; II Kings 3:16-17; I Kings 18:41-46; II Kings 6:18; Ps 33:8-9, 105:31, 34; Matt 8:8, 13; II Thess 2:8.
· In the more inward affairs of His government He uses a variety of means:
(i) His 





  Josh 1:7-8; Is 8:20; Col 3:16
(ii) He appeals to man’s reason.  Is 1:18; Acts 6:2
(iii) He uses persuasion.  Jer 44:4, 7:13-14; Zech 7:7
(iv) He uses inner checks and restraints.  Acts 16:7
(v) He uses 




 circumstances. 
 I Cor 16:9; Gal 4:20
· In some of His providential dealings God employs special agents:
(i)  




  II Kings 19:35; Dan 6:22, 10:5-21, 12:1; Matt 28:2; Acts 8:26, 12:7-10
(ii) The Holy Spirit  Luke 4:1; John 16:7-15; Acts 8:29, 11:19-20, 16:6-7; Rom 8:14, 26
(f) The Problems
· The relation of Providence to 




  
(i) Sometimes God allows man to do as he pleases without putting restraints in his way.
(ii) Sometimes keeps a man from doing what in his freedom he would otherwise do.  He uses circumstances, the influence of friends, and inner restraints to accomplish this purpose.
· The relation of Providence to 




  Some hold that prayer can have no real effect upon God, since He has already decreed just what He will do in ever instance.
(i) God does some things only in answer to prayer.
(ii) He does some other things without anyone’s praying.
(iii) He does some things contrary to the prayers made.

VII) The Names of God

A) Essential to our ability to glorify God is the knowledge of God and knowing Him personally in view of that knowledge.  The many names in Scripture constitute additional revelation of God’s character, His works, and His relationship to us based on His character and works. The names which God 




 for Himself and which are ascribed to Him in the Word of God are additional revelations of the who and what of God that we may know and relate to God.  Psalm 138:1-2

B) The Significance of Names in Scripture

1) The names of God are like miniature 




 and promises. 

2) In Scripture, a person’s name identified them and stood for something specific. This is especially true of God. Naming carried special significance. 

3) It was a sign of authority and  




. This is evident in the fact that God revealed His names to His people rather than allowing them to choose their names for Him. This is also seen in the fact that God often changed the names of His people: Abram to Abraham, Sarai to Sarah, Jacob to Israel.

C) The Name of God in General

1) There are a number of instances where no name of God is employed, but where simply the term “name” in reference to God is used as the point of focus:

(a) Abraham called on the name of the Lord (Gen. 12:8; 13:4).

(b) The Lord proclaimed His own name before Moses (Ex. 33:19; 34:5).

(c) Israel was warned against profaning the name of the Lord (Lev. 13:21; 22:2, 32).

(d) The name of the Lord was not to be taken in vain (Ex. 20:7; Deut. 5:11).

(e) The priests of Israel were to minister in the name of the Lord (Deut. 18:5; 21:5).

(f) The name of God is called “wonderful” in Judges 13:18.

(g) To call on the name of the Lord was to worship Him as God (Gen. 21:33; 26:25). 

(h) Consequently, from this we can conclude that such phrases as “the name of the LORD” or “the name of God” refer to God’s whole character. It was a summary statement embodying the entire person of God.

2) When we turn to the New Testament we find the same. The name Jesus is used in a similar way to the name of God in the Old Testament:

(a)  




 is through His name (John 1:12).

(b) Believers are to  




 in His name (Matt. 18:20).

(c)  




 is to be made in His name (John 14:13-14).

(d) The servant of the Lord who bears the name of Christ will be hated (Matt. 10:22).

(e) The book of Acts makes frequent mention of worship, service, and suffering in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 4:18; 5:28, 41; 10:43; 19:17).

(f) It is at the name of Jesus that every knee will one day bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Phil. 2:10-11).

D) Overview of the Names of God in Scripture:

1) Elohim: The plural form of EL, meaning “strong one.” It is used of false gods, but when used of the true God, it is a plural of majesty and intimates the trinity. It is especially used of God’s sovereignty, creative work, mighty work for Israel and in relation to His sovereignty (Isa. 54:5; Jer. 32:27; Gen. 1:1; Isa. 45:18; Deut. 5:23; 8:15; Ps. 68:7).

Compounds of El:

(a) El Shaddai: “






.” The derivation is uncertain. Some think it stresses God’s loving supply and comfort; others His power as the Almighty one standing on a mountain and who corrects and chastens (Gen. 17:1; 28:3; 35:11; Ex. 6:31; Ps. 91:1, 2).

(b) El Elyon: “The Most 




 God.” Stresses God’s strength, sovereignty, and supremacy (Gen. 14:19; Ps. 9:2; Dan. 7:18, 22, 25).

(c) El Olam: “The 





 God.” Emphasizes God’s unchangeableness and is connected with His inexhaustibleness (Gen. 16:13).

2) Yahweh (YHWH): Comes from a verb which means “to exist, be.” This, plus its usage, shows that this name stresses God as the independent and self-existent God of revelation and redemption (Gen. 4:3; Ex. 6:3 (cf. 3:14); 3:12).

Compounds of Yahweh: Strictly speaking, these compounds are designations or titles which reveal additional facts about God’s character.

(a) Yahweh Jireh (Yireh): “ 











.” Stresses God’s provision for His people (Gen. 22:14).

(b) Yahweh Nissi: “The Lord is my 



.” Stresses that God is our rallying point and our means of victory; the one who fights for His people (Ex. 17:15).

(c) Yahweh Shalom: “The Lord is Peace.” Points to the Lord as the means of our peace and rest (Jud. 6:24).

(d) Yahweh Sabbaoth: “The Lord of 



.” A military figure portraying the Lord as the commander of the armies of heaven (1 Sam. 1:3; 17:45).

(e) Yahweh Maccaddeshcem: “The Lord your Sanctifier.” Portrays the Lord as our means of sanctification or as the one who sets believers apart for His purposes (Ex. 31:13).

(f) Yahweh Ro’i: “The Lord my 




.” Portrays the Lord as the Shepherd who cares for His people as a shepherd cares for the sheep of his pasture (Ps. 23:1). 

(g) Yahweh Tsidkenu: “The Lord our Righteousness.” Portrays the Lord as the means of our righteousness (Jer. 23:6).

(h) Yahweh Shammah: “The Lord is there.” Portrays the Lord’s personal presence in the millennial kingdom (Ezek. 48:35).

(i) Yahweh Elohim Israel: “The Lord, the God of Israel.” Identifies Yahweh as the God of Israel in contrast to the false gods of the nations (Jud. 5:3.; Isa. 17:6).

3) Adonai: Like Elohim, this too is a plural of majesty. The singular form means “master, 





.” Stresses man’s relationship to God as his master, authority, and provider (Gen. 18:2; 40:1; 1 Sam. 1:15; Ex. 21:1-6; Josh. 5:14).

4) Theos: Greek word translated “God.” Primary name for God used in the New Testament. Its use teaches: 

(a) He is the only true God (Matt. 23:9; Rom. 3:30); 

(b) He is 






 (1 Tim. 1:17; John 17:3; Rev. 15:4; 16:27); 

(c) He is transcendent (Acts 17:24; Heb. 3:4; Rev. 10:6); 

(d) He is the 





 (John 3:16; 1 Tim. 1:1; 2:3; 4:10). This name is used of Christ as God in John 1:1, 18; 20:28; 1 John 5:20; Tit. 2:13; Rom. 9:5; Heb. 1:8; 2 Pet. 1:1.

(5) Kurios: Greek word translated “

       

.”  Stresses authority and supremacy. While it can mean sir (John 4:11), owner (Luke 19:33), master (Col. 3:22), or even refer to idols (1 Cor. 8:5) or husbands (1 Pet. 3:6), it is used mostly as the equivalent of Yahweh of the Old Testament. It too is used of Jesus Christ meaning (1) Rabbi or Sir (Matt. 8:6); (2) God or Deity (John 20:28; Acts 2:36; Rom. 10:9; Phil. 2:11).
VIII) The Non-Christian World Views:  Deny God's very Word that proclaims sufficiency in evidence (Acts 14:17; 17:23-29; Rom. 1:18-20). Nevertheless the world refuses to receive God's knowledge (Rom. 1:28).
A) Atheistic
1) Practical atheism resents and questions established








.  They may not deny the existence of God, just the worship as prescribed by those who claim to be His children.
2) Dogmatic atheism actively and openly deny and refuse that God






. 
3) Virtual atheism holds to principles that are inconsistent with the belief in God.
4) Atheists lack any assurance of forgiveness, are cold and empty, and have no understanding for fellowship with God. 
5) It is an effort to deny what Scripture, history and man's deepest convictions proclaim: a  





 and loving God.
B) Agnostic
1) This view holds that God is not knowable.  In fact, they believe that all knowledge is relative and 




.
2) They hold that observing the creation scientifically is as close to God as one may come.
C) Pantheistic
1) This view hold that all finite things (creation) are aspects and parts of God himself, that God is also that which He has created.
2) Pantheistic says, God is in a rock, in a tree, in a leaf.  Ultimately, the sum and parts of the universe are god.
3) Thus  



 is part of god.
D) Polytheistic
1) Many of today's world religions allow for 



 gods, idols, to be a God. 
2) Each may be seen to serve a certain purpose for man.
E) Dualistic
1) This view says that there are two natures opposing, good and evil.  
2) God and Satan, both eternal and equal in being.
3) This is the backbone of the Gnostics.  They held that the God of the O.T. was not the  




 God.  The supreme god was entirely good.  And that their battles are fought in humanity.
F) Deistic
1) This view holds that God is present only in 



 not in his nature and being.
2) They hold that God has created, and then endowed creation with invariable laws over which He exercises a mere general oversight.  He has imparted to his creatures certain properties, placed them under His invariable laws, and left them to work out their destiny by their own powers.
3) They 




:
(a) Special Revelation
(b) Miracles
(c) Providence
IX) The Nature of God:  Unity and Trinity
A) The Unity of God
1) Defined:  There is 




 God.

2) Described:  

(a) The Divine Nature is:  Deut. 6:4; Mark 12:29

(b) Repeatedly in Scripture:  (Why?  Idolatry)

· Deut. 4:35, 39; I Kings 8:60; Isa. 45:5; Zech. 14:9

· Mark 12:29-32; John 17:3; I Cor. 8:4-6; I Tim 2:5

(c) Summary:  God does not consist of 




 nor can He be  




 into parts.  His being is simple; man’s is compound, having both a material and an immaterial part.  But God is a 




 and is not susceptible to such division.

B) The Trinity of God

1) The Word:

(a) The word 





 does not occur in the Bible.  

(b) Definition:  There are three eternal distinctions in the one divine essence, known respectively as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

2) Erroneous Views

(a) Tritheism denies the unity of the essence of God and hold to three distinct  




.  The only unity that it recognizes is the unity of purpose and endeavor.

(b) Sabellianism held to a Trinity of revelation, but not of nature.  In essence God, as Father, is the Creator and Lawgiver; as son, He is the same God incarnate who fulfills the office of Redeemer; and as Holy Spirit, He is the same God in the work of regeneration and sanctification.

(c) Understand, God is distinct in essence, not just three qualities of the same essence.

3) Old Testament Perspective

(a)  




 nouns and pronouns applied to God.  Gen. 1:1, 26; 3:22; ll:6-7; 20:13; 48:15; Isa 6:8.

(b) In Gen. 1:1,26; 48:15,16 the name of God is plural (Elohim) but the verb is  





.

(c) In Gen. 19:24 Jehovah is distinguished from Jehovah.  Also see Hosea 1:7; II Tim 1:18

(d) Jehovah has a 



.  Ps 2:7  

· Jesus is called:

(i) Son of God.  John 9:35; Rom 1:4

(ii) The only begotten Son.  John 3:16,18

(iii) His firstborn Son.  Heb. 1:6

· But,

(i) He was a son before He was “given.”  Isa 9:6

(ii) His “goings forth are from of old, from everlasting.”  Micah 5:2

(iii) He is called the “Mighty God.”  Isa 9:6

(e) The Spirit is distinguished from God.  Gen. 1:1, 2; 6:3

(f) The Angel of Jehovah  Gen 16: 7-14; 22:11-18; 31:11,13; Ex 3:2-5; Ex 14:19; Num 22:22-35; Judges 6:11-23; 13:2-25; I Chron 21:15-17; I Kings 19:5-7; II Kings 19:35; Zech 3:1ff

4) Teachings of the New Testament - The New Testament is explicit about the elements of a tri-unity in the Godhead. This teaching is based on the attributes and behavior ascribed to each personality which can only be said of God. We can see that:

(a) All three personalities appear as equal
· In the  






 Matthew 28:19 the command to baptize contains the singular "name" before the names Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In the Hebrew culture a person's name described, or stood for his attributes; in most cases, a person was in reality just what he was named. "Name" probably means "person" in this verse, and suggests an equality among the persons mentioned.

· The apostolic benediction of 2 Corinthians 13:14 implies the equality of the personalities mentioned.

(b) Each 






 is called God
· The Father is called God. 
· Jesus Christ, the Son is declared to be God. The doctrine of the deity of Christ is crucial to the Christian faith.  (cf. Matthew 16:15; 22:42). 

· The Holy Spirit is recognized as God. 

(c) Each personality is 







· Some have argued that Father, Son and Holy Spirit are merely modes by which the one personal God functions or manifests Himself. But there is evidence that they are distinct personalities.

· The Father is distinct from the Son according to John 1:14: The term "only begotten" suggests, that two distinct personalities are involved (as a father and his son are distinct), and that they are each of the same nature or substance (just as a child is as much a human being as his father).

· Some theologians regard the Holy Spirit as a power or force of God, not a distinct personality. But clear evidence of the Holy Spirit's personality occurs in John 16:13-14. The word "spirit" literally means "wind," and as a neuter noun it requires a neuter pronoun, a peculiarity of the Greek language. But in this verse, John deliberately violates this rule and uses the masculine pronouns "He" and "Him," referring to the Holy Spirit. The only conclusion is that John regarded the Holy Spirit as a distinct person.

· Lastly, Jesus said, "I will ask the Father and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever" (John 14:16). In this case all three are seen as distinct personalities carrying out co-operative roles: the Son requests that the Father send the Holy Spirit to become the helper to believers.
5) Recognizable and Important Distinctions - The New Bible Dictionary has an excellent summary of this point. In the relationship between the Persons there are recognizable distinctions:

(a) Unity in 







· God is One in his essential being, but that in His being there are three Persons, yet so as not to form separate and distinct individuals. 

· Each Person is self-conscious and self-directing, yet never acting independently or in opposition. 

· When we say that God is a Unity we mean that, though God is in Himself a threefold centre of life, His life is not split into three. He is one in essence, in personality and in will. When we say that God is a Trinity in Unity, we mean that there is a unity in diversity, and that the diversity manifests itself in Persons, in characteristics and in operations.

(b) Equality in 







· There is perfect equality in nature, honour and dignity between the Persons. 

(i) Fatherhood belongs to the very essence of the first Person and it was so from all eternity. It is a personal property of God. (Ephesians 3:15).

(ii) The Son is called the "only begotten" perhaps to suggest uniqueness rather than derivation. Christ always claimed for Himself a unique relationship to God as Father. (John 5:18).

(iii) The Spirit is revealed as the One who alone knows the depths of God's nature (1 Corinthians 2:10f.). This is saying that the Spirit is "just God Himself in the innermost essence of His being."

(c) Diversity in 








· In the functions ascribed to each of the Persons in the Godhead, especially in man's redemption, it is clear that a certain degree of subordination is involved (in relation, though not in nature); the Father first, the Son second, the Spirit third. The Father works through the Son by the Spirit. As the Son is sent by the Father, so the Spirit is sent by the Son. As it was the Son's office to reveal the Father, so it is the Spirit's office to reveal the Son, as Christ testified.  (John 16:14).

· It has to be recognized that the doctrine arose as the spontaneous expression of the Christian experience. The early Christians knew themselves to be reconciled to God the Father, and that the reconciliation was secured for them by the atoning work of the Son, and that it was mediated to them as an experience by the Holy Spirit. 
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Thus the Trinity was to them a fact before it became a doctrine, but in order to preserve it in the creedal faith of the church the doctrine had to be formulated.
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